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SUBJECT:       

Cooperation Arrangement on Mutual Acceptance of 

Certificates of Airworthiness 

Between 

Civil Aviation Administration of China, 

Civil Aviation Department, Hong Kong, China and 

Civil Aviation Authority – Macao, China 

 

EFFECTIVE DATE: 

15 November 2017 

CANCELLATION: 

        This Aeronautical Circular (AC) supersedes AC/AW/021R03 dated 30 April 2014. 

GENERAL: 

The President of Civil Aviation Authority – Macao, China, in exercise of his power 

under Article 35 of the Statutes of Civil Aviation Authority approved by the Decree-

Law 10/91/M and paragraph 89 of the Air Navigation Regulation of Macao (ANRM) 

established this AC. 

1 Introduction 

1.1 The Civil Aviation Administration of China (CAAC), the Civil Aviation 

Department, Hong Kong, China (HKCAD) and the Civil Aviation Authority – 

Macao, China (AACM), hereinafter referred to as the Authorities, 

- intending to give as much recognition as practicable to technical evaluations, 

test results, inspections, conformity statements, marks of conformity and 

certificates issued by the other Authorities for aircraft leasing and aircraft 

registration transfer; 
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- desiring to achieve common safety objectives, establishing and maintaining 

airworthiness standards and certification systems; 

- considering the possible reduction of the economic burden imposed on 

aviation industry and operators by redundant technical evaluations, tests and 

inspections; 

signed the “Cooperation Arrangement on Mutual Acceptance of Certificates of 

Airworthiness” (hereafter referred to as the “Cooperation Arrangement”) on 13 

May 2009. 

1.2 With effective of this Cooperation Arrangement, the procedure for issuing Export 

Certificate of Airworthiness between the Authorities has been eliminated. 

1.3 On 30 March 2010, the Authorities signed the Schedule of Implementation 

Procedures (SIP) revision 1 governing the execution of the aircraft wet leasing 

arrangements based on this Cooperation Arrangement. 

1.4 On 17 November 2011, the Authorities singed the SIP revision 2 extending the 

procedures to cover transfer of aircraft registration based on this Cooperation 

Arrangement. 

1.5 On 12 December 2012, the Authorities signed the SIP revision 3 revising 

paragraph 2.2 and 3.1.8 related to requirements on lessee and acceptance of 

authorised release certificate / airworthiness approval tag respectively.  

1.6 On 18 March 2014, the Authorities signed the SIP revision 4 including the 

following changes: 

 The introducing of the “Checklist for Transfer of Aircraft Registration 

Among the Three Regions”. The compliance statement by the applicant is 

no longer required. 

 Modifications and repairs approved based on the approval of a fourth party 

are now acceptable if the aircraft has been operated safely for more than 

two years following the embodiment. 

 The time limit for acceptance of all installed parts, components and 

assemblies was extended from 1 to 2 years. 

 The terms ‘Noise Certificate’ was rephrased to ‘Noise Certification 

Document’. 
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1.7 On 05 January 2017, the Authorities signed the SIP revision 5 including the 

following changes: 

 For parts, components and assemblies that cannot accepted under paragraph 

3.1.7 i or ii, the Registration Authority should process in accordance with 

respective relevant regulations and requirements. 

 the “Checklist for Transfer of Aircraft Registration Among the Three 

Regions” was updated to include the aforementioned provision. 

1.8 The purpose of this AC is to notify the public of the implementation details of 

this Cooperation Arrangement and its Schedule of Implementation Procedures. 

2 Applicability 

2.1 This Cooperation Arrangement applies to aircraft in respect of which the type 

approval has been issued by the receiving Authority. 

3 The Cooperation Arrangement 

3.1 The Cooperation Arrangement on Mutual Acceptance of Certificates of 

Airworthiness is enclosed in Appendix 1 of this AC. 

4 Schedule of Implementation Procedures 

4.1 The SIP governs the execution of the relevant provisions of the Cooperation 

Arrangement on Mutual Acceptance of Certificate of Airworthiness between the 

three Authorities.  It seeks to simplify the procedures for wet leasing aircraft and 

transfer of aircraft from the aircraft registers, mutual acceptance of certificates of 

airworthiness for the ultimate free transfer of aircraft between the three 

Authorities. 

4.2 The current SIP enclosed in Appendix 2 of this AC applies to the wet lease 

arrangement of aircraft between Air Operator Certificate (AOC) holders and the 

transfer of aircraft registration between the three Authorities.  

5 Conditions 

5.1 This SIP does not supersede AC/OPS/015 (Aircraft Leasing) and the Macao 

Aviation Requirements MAR-1 Airworthiness Procedures AP2 (Type 

Acceptance of Aircraft), AP3 (Registration of Aircraft) & AP4 (Certificate of 

Airworthiness) approved by AC/AW/004.  It only simplifies certain procedures 

concerning airworthiness aspects of aircraft wet leasing arrangements and the 

transfer of aircraft registration between the three Authorities.  Other aspects 

prescribed in AC/OPS/015 and AC/AW/004 shall remain effective. 

- END - 
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